~fc                                            PSYCHOLOGY OF WOMEN

One day Nancy's foster mother took her to a dance. There was a boy for Louise
and a boy for another girl they had taken along, but none for Nancy, and she is
somewhat resentful of this. She has had no seizures, no dizziness nor weak spells,
and physically feels very well.

Two weeks later she is again full of hatred and resentment; she has been scolded
at her foster home; she feels that the criticism was justified, but nobody has the
right to tell her anything. She thinks her father has been offended by the hospital
and she won't take that. One source of her discontent seems to be the fact that all
her classmates are younger than she, as she is repeating the grade.

Two weeks later she talks in hints. There is something wrong inside her; she
is doing something wrong to herself, but she will not talk about it. She is going
to keep everything secret, for whenever she confides in her foster mother or the
doctor or anybody else, they sooner or later betray her. There also is some secret
between Louise and her. Louise gets all the blame, but that is not right. Only
Nancy knows that Louise is really nice; Nancy feels she should be punished for
certain things; but she is very sensitive if she is scolded for certain other things she
does not feel guilty about. She talks a good deal about disappointment and what
she received in return whenever she tried to be nice to someone, etc.

Louise might leave and Nancy thinks it will be dull without her.

A month later, Nancy is very much concerned about having lost Louise's con-
fidence: "I was like a mother to her."

She looks pale and seems blue, although she tries to act like a person who knows
how to get fun out of life. She says that she got detention in school several times
for being noisy and antagonizing the teacher. She says she always used to be very
well behaved till the other kids called her "stuck-up." Now she wants to show them
that she can be just as mischievous as they are or even more so. Since she has
changed her attitude, the kids are on her side; one teacher also accuses her of
being flirtatious with the boys. Nancy finally breaks down, complains that
Louise still keeps away from her, never confides in her any more, will hardly speak
to her, and cares only for boys. She is very popular with them and they think that
she is much prettier than Nancy. Nancy is now on good terms witli the foster
parents, whereas Louise is the bad girl in the house.

Three weeks later she is in good spirits. She expresses some resentment toward
the foster mother and Louise, and some disappointment because there arc no
boys in her class in public school. There is some friction with her family, but she
takes it all with a sense of humour and a certain insight into her part in the game.

In the interview it is clear that Nancy reacts with rage to every situation, in
which her confidence is abused, particularly if her new friend Louise is involved.
At the same time she is extremely jealous-of Louise in relation both to boys and to
the foster mother. If she succeeds in triumphing over Louise (e.g., in her relation
to the foster mother), she is contrite and full of guilt feelings.

Nancy has no fits any longer and is obviously improving. We arc continuing
the treatment with good results.

Although Nancy is one year younger than Evelyn, the psychologic
picture she presents contains more elements of later puberty than
Evelyn's. We nevertheless use her case to illustrate the processes of
early puberty because much of her behaviour still belongs to this
phase of life. Compared with Evelyn, Nancy is much more sick in